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What can you do to promote Open Access?

Open Access (OA) broadens access to knowledge, enables creativity and 
innovation, and increases the visibility and impact of your work.

OA means removing legal, technical and accessibility barriers in order to 
make content freely available for people to access, share, and re-use.

Here are individual actions you can take to realise the benefits of Open 
Access: 

Use Creative Commons licensed content

Instead of creating content from scratch, you can save time by finding, using or adapting 
Creative Commons licensed content at no cost. Many search engines have search filters 
that allow you to search by open licences (e.g. when Google Image searching, select 
Tools > Usage Rights > Creative Commons licences). Make sure you attribute the image 
appropriately and follow the licence conditions. 

Attach open licences to your works
You can attach Creative Commons, or other open licences, to your works to increase the 
reach and impact of your activities. Consider sharing your own content (content where 
you are the copyright holder) under a Creative Commons licence. The Creative Commons 
licence chooser will guide you through this process.

Find OA research datasets online
Did you know that many research datasets are available under an open licence? You can 
search for Australian datasets on Research Data Australia.

Talk to the Library about open access
You can talk to the Library about Open Access at any time if you have questions about 
finding or re-using content, or how to get started sharing your own content.

Engage with the open pedagogy movement
If you’re an educator, you can engage with the open pedagogy movement, which is 
revolutionising how we develop curriculum and design assessments, and contributes to 
higher student engagement and performance. A key outcome is the development of Open 
Educational Resources (OERs).
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