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This presentation will enable you to:

• search the Cochrane Library with confidence to find 
systematic reviews in your research area.

• learn about the 2020 updates to PRISMA (Preferred 
Reporting Items for Systematic reviews and Meta-
Analyses). 
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Searching the Cochrane Library
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What we will cover 

• What’s in the Cochrane Library
• Site navigation
• Search options
• Training hub and resources
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What is the Cochrane Library? 
• Cochrane is a global network of health and social care 

practitioners, researchers, patient advocates and 
others, with a mission to promote evidence-informed 
decision making by producing high quality, relevant, 
accessible systematic reviews and other synthesized 
research evidence

• The group conducts systematic reviews of health-care 
interventions and diagnostic tests and publishes them 
in the Cochrane Library

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Systematic_review
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cochrane_Library
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What’s in the Cochrane Library
• Cochrane Database of Systematic  Reviews

• + 8500  Reviews 
• + 2400  Protocols 

• Central Register of Controlled Trials (CENTRAL)
• + 1.6 million articles

• Cochrane Clinical Answers (+2200)
• Systematic Reviews from Epistemonikos (+300000)
• Editorials (+130)
• Special Collections (+30)
• Health Systems Evidence (HSE) and Social Systems Evidence (SSE) 

created by McMaster’s Health Forum (+14000 and 4000)
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Search options – browse by topic 
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Search options – browse by review group 
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Search options – search

• Search options 
oBasic search
oAdvanced search
oMeSH
oSearch manager
oPICO Searchbeta
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Use the search 
tab for quick and 
easy searching 
of the Cochrane 
Library 
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Search in all trees 
or specific trees 
with or without 
term explosion 
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View results by 
product by clicking 
on different tabs to 
see reviews, 
protocols, trials. 
Clinical answers 
etc. 
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Search guides, live 
webinars, training 
videos and more 
are available from 
the “Help” menu 
on the Cochrane 
Library homepage 
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Training links

• https://www.wiley.com/customer-success/cochrane-
library-training-hub

• Live training https://secure.wiley.com/wiley-research-
training-cochrane

• User guides e.g.
• How to search the Cochrane Library (flipbook)
• How to use PICO search 

• Video resources
• Cochrane training - https://training.cochrane.org/

https://www.wiley.com/customer-success/cochrane-library-training-hub
https://secure.wiley.com/wiley-research-training-cochrane
https://training.cochrane.org/
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The PRISMA 2020 statement: 
an updated guideline for 
reporting systematic reviews
http://www.prisma-statement.org/

http://www.prisma-statement.org/


CRICOS Provider Code 00301JLibrary

PRISMA - what

“an evidence-based minimum set of items for reporting in 
systematic reviews and meta-analyses.” 

http://www.prisma-statement.org/

http://www.prisma-statement.org/
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PRISMA - why

• Clear reporting of systematic reviews enables:
- replication of SR methods
- assessment of the trustworthiness of SR findings
- assessment of the applicability of findings

• PRISMA endorsement
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Development of PRISMA 2020

• Replaces PRISMA 2009

• Includes new reporting guidance reflecting 
advances in methods to identify, select, appraise 
and synthesise studies
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PRISMA 2020 papers
The PRISMA 2020 statement: an updated guideline for reporting systematic reviews
MetaArXiv 2020; doi: https://doi.org/10.31222/osf.io/v7gm2 (Published 14 Sept 2020)

The PRISMA 2020 statement: An updated guideline for reporting systematic reviews 
JCE 2021; 134 doi: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclinepi.2021.03.001 (Published 28 Mar 2021)

PRISMA 2020 explanation and elaboration: updated guidance and exemplars for reporting systematic 
reviews BMJ 2021; 372 doi: https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.n160 (Published 29 Mar 2021)

The PRISMA 2020 statement: an updated guideline for reporting systematic reviews
BMJ 2021; 372 doi: https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.n71 (Published 29 Mar 2021)

The PRISMA 2020 statement: an updated guideline for reporting systematic reviews
Systematic Reviews 2021; 10 doi: https://doi.org/10.1186/s13643-021-01626-4 (Published 29 Mar 2021)

The PRISMA 2020 statement: An updated guideline for reporting systematic reviews
International Journal of Surgery 2021; 88 doi: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijsu.2021.105906 (Published 29 
Mar 2021)

https://doi.org/10.31222/osf.io/v7gm2
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclinepi.2021.03.001
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.n160
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.n71
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13643-021-01626-4
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijsu.2021.105906
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Key changes in PRISMA 2020

• Elaboration & Explanation document extensively 
revised (with new examples)

• All Checklist items revised, and several new items 
and sub-items introduced

• New Flow Diagram templates
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Key changes in PRISMA 2020
More explicit request to report:

- full search strategies for all databases, registers, websites
- automation tools used (eg. for study selection)
- how outcomes were defined and which results were sought
- characteristics and risk of bias among studies contributing 

to each synthesis
- protocol amendments
- conflict of interest of review authors
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PRISMA Elaboration and Explanation

• Intended to enhance the use, understanding and 
dissemination of the PRISMA 2020 Statement

• Presents the meaning and rationale for each 
checklist item, and thorough examples and 
explanations

PRISMA 2020 explanation and elaboration: updated guidance and exemplars 
for reporting systematic reviews. BMJ 2021;372:n160. doi: 10.1136/bmj.n160

https://www.bmj.com/content/372/bmj.n160
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PRISMA 2020 Checklist
• A seven section, 27-item checklist - addressing the 

introduction, methods, results and discussion 
sections of a SR

• Also an expanded checklist that details reporting 
recommendations for each item

• PRISMA 2020 abstract checklist, an update of the 
2013 PRISMA for Abstracts statement

http://www.prisma-statement.org/PRISMAStatement/Checklist

http://www.prisma-statement.org/PRISMAStatement/Checklist
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PRISMA 2020 items
Item 6 – Information sources

Specify all databases, registers, websites, organisations, 
reference lists, and other sources searched or consulted to 
identify studies. Specify the date when each source was last 
searched or consulted.

Explanation: Authors should provide a detailed description of 
the information sources that were searched or consulted, 
including the dates when each source was last searched. 
Authors should fully report the “what, when, and how” of the 
sources searched.
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PRISMA 2020 items
Item 7 – Search strategy

Present the full search strategies for all databases, registers, and 
websites, including any filters and limits used.

Explanation: Reporting full details of all search strategies (such as the  
full, line by line search strategy as run in each database) should 
enhance transparency, improve replicability, and enable a review to be 
more   easily updated. A description of the search strategy 
development process can help readers judge how far the strategy is 
likely to have identified all studies relevant to the inclusion criteria. The 
might include approaches used to identify keywords, synonyms, or 
subject indexing terms, or any processes used to validate or peer 
review the search strategies. 
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PRISMA 2020 items
Item 8 – Selection process
Specify the methods used to decide whether a study met the inclusion 
criteria of the review, including how many reviewers screened each 
record and each report retrieved, whether they worked 
independently, and, if applicable, details of automation tools used in 
the process

Explanation: Study selection is typically a multi-stage process in which 
potentially eligible studies are first identified from screening titles and 
abstracts, then assessed through full text review and, where necessary, 
contact with study investigators. A mix of screening approaches might 
be applied (automation, crowdsourcing, etc). Authors should describe 
the process for deciding how records retrieved were considered for 
inclusion, to enable readers to assess potential for errors in selection.
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PRISMA 2020 items
Item 16a – Flow diagram

Describe the results of the search and selection process, from the 
number of records identified in the search to the number of studies 
included in the review, ideally using a flow diagram

Explanation: Identifying the excluded records allows readers to make 
an assessment of the validity and applicability of the systematic review. 
At a minimum, a list of studies that might appear to meet the inclusion 
criteria but which were excluded, with citation and a reason for 
exclusion, should be reported. It is also useful to list studies that were 
potentially relevant but for which the full text or data essential to 
inform eligibility were not accessible. 
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PRISMA 2020 Flow Diagram

What’s new:
- specify number of records yielded per database
- exclusion before screening (duplicates, machine 

classifiers)
- reports that were not retrievable
- separation of databases/registers from other sources
- ongoing studies
- separate box to handle SR updates

http://www.prisma-statement.org/PRISMAStatement/FlowDiagram

http://www.prisma-statement.org/PRISMAStatement/FlowDiagram
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PRISMA-Search extension

• An extension to the PRISMA Statement for Reporting 
Literature Searches in Systematic Reviews

• Published in 2021
• Checklist includes 16 reporting items, each of which is 

detailed with exemplar reporting and rationale
• Does not address study selection process

http://www.prisma-statement.org/Extensions/Searching

http://www.prisma-statement.org/Extensions/Searching
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And Lastly
• ShinyApps

- Checklist can be completed electronically and 
downloaded as Word or pdf doc
- Allows flow diagrams to be produced and 
customised

• Purpose of guidelines is to ensure transparency 
and optimal reproducibility, and not as a tool to 
guide conduct or assess the quality of a search

https://prisma.shinyapps.io/checklist/
https://prisma.shinyapps.io/checklist/
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Further help
• Health Science Guides

https://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/health-hub

• Diana Blackwood & Vanessa Varis, 
Faculty Librarians Health Sciences: 
HS-FacultyLibrarian@curtin.edu.au

• Library Help:
https://library.curtin.edu.au/help/

https://libguides.library.curtin.edu.au/health-hub
https://library.curtin.edu.au/help/
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